
The walk starts at The Green, number 1 on the 
map. 
 

1. Village Centre, Green, upper High St. 
Note the elaborate pictorial village sign with a 
woollen mill and Royal Blue cloth, the bridge 
over the River Frome, and a man wheeling a 
barrel of beer, all of which feature in Rode’s 
industrial history. In Marsh Rd on the left are a 
group of red brick houses built in 1936 for 
brewery workers. Continue down High St looking 
out for gullies cast with the old name ‘Road 
Parish’, the Baptist Church founded by two cloth 
workers, and a listed K6 telephone box. 
 

2. Cross Keys Brewery & central High St. 

On the left is the United Counties Institute of 
1887, built by Mr Batten-Pooll, to succeed an 
earlier Mechanics Institute and a Reading Room. 
On the right, in the triangle with Lower St, is a 3 
storey building that used to be a Spa pump 
room; Rode nearly emulated Bath!  
Next door is the Cross Keys Inn with the Brewery 
buildings at the rear. Henry Fussell bought the 
brewery in 1857 but the major expansion was in 

the 20C under Sidney 
Fussell. New brewhouses 
were built in 1904 and 1935. 
Brewing ceased after 
takeover in 1962 but the 
brewhouses, chimney, and 
a range of other buildings 
survive after conversion. 
 

3. Mayfield House 

Next to Mayfield House is a 
3 storey workshop building 
which is a good example of 
the transition from the 
scattered homeworking of 
the medieval woollen 
industry to centralised 
factories. It probably 
contained hand-operated 
spinning and finishing 
machinery. 
Continue along the road, at 
the crossroads turn left into 
Shawford Lane to the A36.  

 

4. Shawford Mill 

The mill is not visible so do not bother crossing 
the busy road; but it was an important site so is 
worth noting. It may be older but in 1516 it was 
recorded as fulling and grist mills. By 1798 it was 
owned by the clothier Jonathan Noad and he 
built a new factory principally as a dyeworks. 
Water power was used primarily but later there 
was also a steam engine. Fulling and dyeing 
continued until 1894. It then became a flock 
factory and laundry before being unused for 
many years. Eventually in the 1950s part was 
converted to a opera house/theatre although 
nowadays it is in private residential use. 
 

5. Shawford Bridge & area 

The four-arch masonry Shawford Bridge was 
built c. 1752 for the Black Dog Turnpike Trust on 
their Bath to Warminster road. One of their toll 
houses is just visible over the bridge.  
Return from the bridge to Shawford Lane and 
take the public footpath on the left. 
On the left there is a WWII pillbox which formed 
part of the Salisbury West Stop Line. Further 

along the path there is a large house on the right 
built for the clothier Jonathan Noad in c.1808. 
 

6. Scuttsbridge Mill 

Continue along the footpath and below you, 
where the river turns left, you should see a large 
weir in the R Frome. This provided the water for 
the leat to Scuttsbridge Mill, but all that remains 
of this large mill is the leat and an overgrown 
mound of rubble. It was recorded as a fulling mill 
in 1727 but by 1808 was described as a woollen 
mill and later had a range of machinery and 
processes and 2 waterwheels. There is strong 
local tradition that the colour ‘Royal Blue’ was 
developed here for George III. The mill finally 
closed in 1904 but survived as a ruin until 1975. 
The main building was 4 stories and 9 bays, with 
another wing of 5 bays. 
Follow the footpath to Rockabella Lane, turn left 
and follow another path to Scutt’s Bridge. 
 

7. Scutt’s Bridge 

This appears as a conventional packhorse 
bridge, but its actual history is more complicated. 
It was widened with timber at one point, and then 
later narrowed again with new parapets. 
Retrace your steps to the kissing gate. 
 

8. Rockabella Mill 

The leat to this mill is marked by the ditch on the 
left of the path. Jonathan Noad was renting this 
property in 1795, and by 1830 it was described 
as a complete clothing factory with a 14hp steam 

The former entrance to Fussell’s Brewery. The 
1905 and 1935 ‘towers’ on the left, boiler house 
on the right. 
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houses and other buildings in the complex. In the 
1850s it was all converted to a corn mill, this use 
continued until 1955. The mill never had a steam 
engine but there were 2 waterwheels, one of 
which can be seen in the pub basement. 
Retrace your steps over the bridge up the hill 
 

12. Rode Hill 

This is still the 1773 Turnpike and a cast-iron 
milestone can be seen opposite the spiky Gothic 
Christ Church (now a house). There are several 
large clothier’s houses along this road. 
Continue along Rode Hill but if you want a short-
cut back to the start turn right into Marsh Road. 
 

13. Rode Common & Clay Lane 

Rode Common was enclosed in 1792 and has 
features of late enclosure such as straight roads 
and wide verges. On the left, just before the 
A361, there was a 19C brickworks which had 
kilns, drying sheds and clay pits, but all that 
remains are water filled pits used for fishing.  
Return to the cross-roads, turn left into Bradford 
Road, right into Sportsman, then Clay Lane. 
 

Bradford Road was a turnpike road of the 
Trowbridge Trust. In Clay Lane remains of a kiln 
and clay pipes for smoking were found; there 
were a number of clay pipe makers in the area. 
Turn left into Church Road, then right at the end 
onto the A361. 
 

14. Church Row 
The A361 was the original 1752 turnpike road of 
the Trowbridge Trust although there are no 
turnpike features to be seen. The hamlet of 
Church Row was almost certainly the original 
village settlement and was much bigger. At some 
point the focus of the village moved from here to 
nearer the River Frome and left the parish 
church of St Lawrence some way from the main 
settlement.  
To return to the start retrace your steps to 
Church Lane and continue down that to High St. 

 

The Industrial Revolution turned Britain into a 
manufacturing country and affected virtually all  
locations, even a rural area like Somerset. That 
process is still visible in the buildings, landscape 
and  infrastructure that industrialisation left be-
hind. This series of leaflets aims to show these 
effects on the towns and villages of the County. 
 

Introduction 
Rode is now a residential village in north-east 
Somerset but during the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries it had a thriving woollen industry, part 
of the Wiltshire/East Somerset industry. Fulling, 
(beating/felting of the cloth), was the first process 
to be mechanised with water power and Rode 
had fulling mills from at least the 16C. Other 
woollen processes followed and by the early 19C 
there were at least six waterwheels and two 
steam engines powering six woollen mills in 
Rode. The period of greatest expansion was 
1790 to 1820 and the population grew according-
ly. But from the 1830s the woollen industry be-
came concentrated in towns and the industry in 
Rode declined until by the end of the 19C only 1 
mill was left. 
 

Fussell’s brewery was greatly expanded in the 
early 20C, but never employed the same num-
bers as the woollen trade. When the brewery 
closed in the 1960s, large scale industry in Rode 
came to an end but there are still many surviving 
industrial features to be seen. 

engine. However, by 1842 it was out of use and 
by 1858 it was ruinous. A pile of rubble remains 
together with the square base of the chimney. 
 

Follow the footpath north-east through Barrow 
Farm and turn left at the road. 
 

9. Dyeworks, Rode Bridge 

Nowadays there is ‘The Millers House’ east of 
the bridge but in the 18C there were a range of 
buildings on both sides of the road. In 1704 
Henry Whitaker, a clothier, built a dye-works and 
other workshops here. Operations continued until 
the late 1830s but were later in ruins, and only 
the house and stable block/gazebo remain. 
 

10. Rode Bridge & Turnpike Road 

The two-arch bridge dates from the 17C and is 
listed grade II. The road forms part of the 1773 
Black Dog Turnpike Trust’s road from 
Woolverton to the Frome-Trowbridge road.  
 

11. Rode Mill 

Rode Mill is now a restaurant/pub but has a long 
history and may well be one of the Domesday 
mills. In the 16C it was both a grist (grain) mill 
and a fulling mill. After a number of owners it was 
sold in 1741 to a local clothier family, the 
Battens. In 1808 Henry Batten Pooll added a 
cloth factory to the existing mill operations; this is 
the 6 bay 3 storey building. The grist mill was 
closest to the bridge but the fulling mill was on 
the opposite side of the road. There were also 2 
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The workshop by Mayfield  House (location 3) 


