
10. New Hill. This is the new road constructed by the 

Turnpike Trust to ease the climb from the valley. It probably 

dates from about 1830. At the top turn right and then left 

along a short footpath into Millands and stop at the southern 

end of the green. 

 
11. Millands. This area of Somerton takes its name from a 

possible windmill that used to stand about 150m to the east. 

Note the ornate cast iron ‘stink pipe’ venting the sewerage 

system, which stands at the southern end of the green. Turn 

right to go along Kirkham Street. 

 
12. Kirkham Street. Look down Parsonage Hill on the left. 

This road to Catsgore was the last section of road in 

Somerset to be turnpiked, in 1857, although it is doubtful if it 

was ever improved. Monteclefe House on the left was the 

home of Philip Elwes, one of the proprietors of the Somerton 

Steam Brewery. Carry on along Kirkham Street and the south 

side of the Market Square past another couple of coaching 

inns – the Globe and the White Hart Inn, and on into West 

Street. 

 
13. Somerton Steam Brewery. Parts of the brewery have 

now been demolished and the remainder converted to the 

Brunel Shopping centre. Originally it was a conventional 

tower brewery with a chimney. These have now gone but the 

entrance from West Street into the brewery yard survives and 

the long range of buildings, forming the right hand side of the 

shopping centre, and the detached group of buildings at the 

north end, were all part of the brewery. The glass structure in 

the little yard covers the stairs down to the brewery cellars; 

these are now a shop called ‘The Cellar’. The bridge over the 

railway into the car park at the rear is called Brewery Bridge 

because it was built specifically for vehicles serving the 

brewery. The brewery dates from at least 1840 when it was 

operated by Thomas Templeman. It changed hands several 

times but for many years was operated by the Ord family and 

by 1861 it was known as Somerton Steam Brewery. In the 

1881 census Ord is listed as a brewer employing 20 men and 

2 boys and was the 2nd largest employer in the town; at one 

time this rose to 30. 
 

Later Ord had additional partners and the firm is listed in 

directories as Ord, Battiscombe and Elwes; it continued to be 

so listed until 1919. The manager and Foreman lived in the 

houseseach side of the West Street entrance. The Somerton 

Steam Brewery was fairly large by the standards of the time 

and probably had about 60 tied houses ultimately, with pubs 

as far afield as Yeovil and Shepton Mallet. It had its own 

malthouse and a mineral water manufactory. 

In 1921 the brewery and equipment were sold; the premises 

were bought by Bruttons Brewery in Yeovil but were later 

used by Cow and Gate dairy for cheese storage until the 

1970’s. Further along West Street is the Unicorn Inn, another 

old coaching inn, which also had the brewery stables, and 

continue to the railway bridge. 

 

14. Railway bridge and station site. The railway of 1906 

passes under West Street in a deep cutting. The site of the 

station was about 100 m south of the bridge with the goods 

yard beyond that. The station closed to passengers in 1962 

and to goods in 1964. It has all been demolished now. Carry 

on along West Street and take the left fork just after the old 

style direction sign. 

 

15. Sutton Road. This road to Martock was turnpiked by the 

Martock & South Petherton United Turnpike Trust in 1761.   

Further south was the Radio Station, established 1927, 

closed 2000. The masts have been removed but the main 

buildings survive at GR ST 485266. In this direction there 

were also a number of Lias quarries for building stone, flag-

stones and lime. 

 

16. West Street. This is the original main road through the 

town turnpiked by the Langport, Somerton and Castle Cary 

Trust in 1753. In this street was Coomer’s cardboard box 

factory. One of the main products was the boxes in which 

collars from the collar works were dispatched. It was never a 

large concern and employed around 7 people in 1881; it 

closed around the same time as the collar works. The card-

board box factory was on a now vacant site. It later became  

a petrol station; on the left note an old petrol pump adjacent 

to Pump Cottage. 

 

17. Etsome Terrace. Turn right and stop outside the fire 

station. This area on the left and including the disused depot 

and the school was the site of the Milk Factory. This was 

established by Cow and Gate in 1927 as ‘infant milk food 

manufacturers’. The 1929 OS map shows a large factory 

area with a group of buildings including an engine house, a 

chimney and a reservoir. Tragically it was bombed in 1942 

with the loss of 9 lives. After the war the site was redevel-

oped.  To return to the Market Square retrace your steps or 

return via the Brewery Bridge. 

Produced by Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society 

(SIAS). V1, © SIAS, 2012. For a fuller account see SIAS 

Bulletin 119, April 2012. Also see Somerton Web Museum 

(www.somertonwebmuseum.org)  who have produced 

publications on the railway, brewery and radio station. 

 

The Industrial Revolution turned Britain into a manufacturing 

country and affected virtually every location, even a rural 

area like Somerset. That process is still visible in the build-

ings, landscape and  infrastructure that industrialisation left 

behind. This proposed series of leaflets aims to show these 

effects on the towns and villages of the County. 

 

Introduction  

 

Somerton was a Royal settlement in Saxon times and after 

the Norman conquest became a borough and later a market. 

From the 17th century it had a cloth industry but this had 

gone by the end of the 18th century and in 1796 it was de-

scribed as ‘a decaying place’. However Somerton was situ-

ated on a number of through routes and from the mid 18th 

century onwards the main roads were turnpiked; Somerton’s 

prosperity was revived by being served by a significant num-

ber of stage coach routes and there are still a number of 

substantial coaching inns to be seen. This all disappeared 

with the advent of the railway age since Somerton did not get 

a railway until 1906, although there had been a half-baked 

proposal for a roadside tramway from Castle Cary.  

 

Despite the lack of a railway some industry did develop in the 

19th century, principally a shirt/collar works and a brewery, 

although Somerton was primarily still a market town and 

agricultural settlement. In the 1930s the collar works and 

brewery closed but were replaced by a milk factory and a 

radio station. Since WWII virtually all industry has gone al-

though Somerton has grown significantly with a large amount 

of new housing particularly to the west of the town. Unlike 

previous centuries, however, when housing and trade/

industry went together there are now no dominant local occu-

pations but a lot of commuting. 

 

 

The Collar works 

from the rear. 
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1. Market Square and Cross. The heart and purpose of the 

town for many centuries was the market. It remains the 

commercial centre of the town and in and around the square 

are at least three ex-coaching inns and three buildings that 

are or have been banks. The market cross of 1673 and the 

market house of 1688 (rebuilt 1719) are both of local Lias 

limestone, as, indeed, are all the buildings that can be seen 

from here. Note the War Memorial which on its north face 

lists the names of 9 people who lost their lies when the Milk 

Factory was bombed in 1942. 
 

Carry on up Broad Street. The Red Lion on the right was one 

of the main coaching inns but is now converted to 

apartments. In 1810 it had its own brewery and was also one 

of the frequent meeting places for the Turnpike Trustees. In 

1830 coaches left here daily for Bath and Exeter.  

 

2. Collar Factory. The three storey building on the west side 

of Broad Street used to be the Collar Factory. On this façade 

it looks purely domestic. The factory had been established by 

1866 by Edward Welsh whose house was on the opposite 

side of Broad Street, By 1881 he was employing a total of 

125 people, 81 women, 34 girls, 9 men and a boy, and was 

by far the largest employer in the town.  There were a 

number of specialist skills in the works and these are often 

listed as such in the census – for example, creasers and 

ironers. The firm later became Welsh and Clark. As the 

fashion for detachable collars declined so did the firm and 

production ceased in the late 1930’s. 

 
3. Cow Square. By the roadside is an excellent drinking 

trough/lamp standard erected in 1902 to celebrate the 

coronation of King Edward VII. It was cast at the famous 

Coalbrookdale Foundry in Shropshire. From the churchyard 

the rear of the Collar Factory looks much more industrialised 

although it is still difficult to imagine it as a factory employing 

125 people! 

 
4. Church of St Michael and All Angels. It is worth a detour 

to see especially the carved nave roof of 1510. 

 

5. North Street. Yet another lovely all Lias street. At the mini-

roundabout at the end, look down the hill to the right. This 

road is called Horse Mill Lane and was so named after a 

horse engine which stood on the corner of North Street and 

Horse MillLane. It was in use as early as 1330 and survived 

until at least 1766 when it was in use as a customary malt 

mill (i.e. a mill that tenants of the manor were obliged to use). 

Turn around and go back down North Street and turn left into 

New Street. 

6. New Street. This was new in 1349! It was the main road 

through Somerton to the east and was one of the roads turn-

piked in 1753. The small industrial looking building seen 

down a lane to the south was once a smithy. On the left be-

fore Old School House and Old Hill is a building that used to 

be the New Inn. This was one of the principal coaching 

houses in Somerton. 

 

7. Old Hill. On the south side of New Street at the top of Old 

Hill is one of the turnpike milestone plates. It states the dis-

tances to Castle Cary as 10 miles and to Langport as 5 miles. 

Cockspurs was an old inn, so named because it had a cock-

pit. The Old School House was originally a Friends Meeting 

House which was erected in 1876 partly as a result of the 

migration to the town of skilled collar workers who were 

Quakers. Old Hill itself is quite steep but was the pre-turnpike 

road to the east. Proceed down Old Hill and turn to the right 

along the broad grassy verge. 

 

8. Somerton Gasworks. In the 19th century the gasworks 

and sewage works were both established here on the eastern 

downwind side of the town. The sewage works has since 

been relocated but some of the gasworks buildings remain. 

Somerton Gas Co Ltd was established in 1857 and produced 

gas until 1955. The retort house, with its circular gable end 

vent, was then turned into a milk depot but that use has now 

ceased and the buildings are currently unused. The gas-

holder has gone. The proposed tramway from Castle Cary 

would have ended here at the bottom of Horse Mill Lane. 

Continue eastwards to the road junction and turn left. 

 

9. Bridge, over the River Cary. Just to the north can be 

seen the fork in the road where the road to Castle Cary splits 

from the road to Street. At this fork the Turnpike Trust had 

gates on each road. The gates and tollhouse disappeared 

soon after the Turnpike Trust was wound up in 1879. The hill 

to the north east contains the hamlet of Hurcot and alabaster 

quarries which were worked until 1953. From Cary Bridge 

you also get a good view of the railway viaduct of 1906 as it 

crosses the Cary Valley. Retrace your steps to the road junc-

tion and go up New Hill. 

 

 

 
The gasworks 

in about 1950 


